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Czar make guiltless the murderer of old men
and women and children in Circassian valleys ?
Can the pardon of the Sultan make clean the
bloody hands of a Pasha ? As little can any
God forgive sins committed against man.
When men think he can, they compound for
old sins which the God did not like by com-
mitting new ones which he does like. Many a
remorseful despot has atoned for the levities of
his youth by the persecution of heretics in his
old age. That frightful crime, the adulteration
of food, could not possibly be so common
amongst us if men were not taught to regard it
as merely objectionable because it is remotely
connected with stealing, of which God has
expressed his disapproval in the Decalogue ;
and therefore as quite naturally set right by a
punctual attendance at church on Sundays.
When a Ritualist breaks his fast before cele-
brating the Holy Communion, his deity can
forgive him if he likes, for the matter concerns
nobody else ; but no deity can forgive him for
preventing his parishioners from setting up a
public library and reading-room for fear they
should read Mr. Darwin's works in it. That
sin is committed against the people, and a God
cannot take it away.

I call those religions which undermine the
supreme allegiance of the conscience to Man
ultramontane religions, because they seek their